
  State Parks Capital Program is currently working through the permit process and slowly 

moving forward on design. SEPA is drafted and final cultural resources consultation should start 

by the end of the month and be done September-October 2026. 

  

  State Parks will go back out for advertisement for a consultant due to state 

contracting limits and the way they originally picked this firm. They are still very 

happy with the work this firm is doing, but in order to keep with contracting limits 

State Parks needed to go out for advertisement. The advertisement ends middle of August, 

hoping to work as fast as possible to get a consultant on board after that. If a different firm is 

successful, there will be a bit of orientation to the project and the design 

that we already have going. Bottomline: State Parks is hoping to be able to go to 

construction by summer 2027. If the original firm is selected then they will 

have less onboarding, but there is still a delay due to this process. 

 

 FYI - the cables for the suspension bridge have a very long lead time (9-11 

months). So we can get the foundations in in 2027 but then will need to pause for 

about 6-9 months while the cable gets manufactured and delivered. Total 

construction time from breaking ground to final completion will be about 18 

months. It might appear that no work is being done during that time, but there is a 

lot of off-site manufacturing happening. Then once the cable gets delivered 

it should be quick and go together like a Lego set. 

 

 Our RCO grants expiration date is December of 2027, with that grant we should 

be able to get the foundations in and procure the steel and cables so that money 

isn’t lost while we have the long lead times. 

  

Here's the update on the missing link trail segment: 

 The 1-mile trail segment is also moving forward. Likely to have 60% designs in 

the next month and hope to construct it next year (2027) as well and be over 

halfway constructed by the biennium. 


