
Trail Notes 
Fall 2007 

A volunteer finds a way to give some-
thing back to nature and enhance the 

public enjoyment of the same. 

By Donna Enz 
   Sixteen miles of the Klickitat Trail follow one of the most scenic rivers in the Columbia 
Gorge. Its headwaters start at Mount Adams and the Goat Rocks Wilderness area  
where it flows nearly 100 miles to the Columbia River. This is, of course, the Klickitat 
River, one of the longest undammed rivers in the Pacific Northwest. 
   A ten-mile stretch of the lower Klickitat River from the Columbia River upstream to 
Wheeler Creek, near Pitt, was added as part of the National Wild and Scenic river sys-
tem on November 17, 1986.  The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act was created by Congress 
in 1968 to protect and preserve our nation’s free flowing rivers.  Less than 1% of our 
nation’s river miles have been designated for this protection. To be considered for this 
designation a river must possess “outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geo-
logic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values".  
   The Klickitat River is undeniably scenic. Along it’s banks it has abundant wildlife and 
wonderful wildflower viewing in the spring. It is also bird-rich, making bird watching very 
popular. Migrations of Coho and Chinook salmon, as well as steelhead trout, make its 
water and tributaries an important spawning habitat. Attracted by these spawning fish, 
Bald Eagles are numerous. The river is used for recreation by boaters, fishermen, hik-
ers, photographers, mountain bikers and sightseers. 
   The Klickitat River has geologic significance, also. About a mile north of the town of 
Lyle, Washington the river is squeezed through a turbulent chute which has created a 
spectacular geological formation known as the "Narrows". This area supports one of 
only two active Native American dip-net fisheries in the Columbia River Basin giving, the 
river great cultural significance.  
   Thanks to the foresight and dedication of many people, ten miles of the Klickitat River 
will be preserved for future generations. The next time you are hiking the  Klickitat Trail, 
take time to reflect on this remarkable Wild and Scenic River.  

Wild and Scenic Klickitat River  
Klickitat Trail Conservancy 

P.O. Box 512 
Lyle, WA 98635 

info@klickitat-trail.org 
www.klickitat-trail.org 

 
The Mission of the  

Klickitat Trail Conservancy is to preserve 
and promote the public use of the 31 mile 
Klickitat Trail as a recreational, cultural, 

natural, educational, and economic asset 
of Klickitat County. 

 
Members strongly support the purposes, 
goals, and objectives of the Klickitat Trail 

Conservancy. 
 

Trail Notes is a bi-annual publication of 
the Klickitat Trail Conservancy. Submis-
sions are welcome. Articles, photos and 
comments can be sent to PO Box 512 

Lyle, WA 98635 or emailed to 
info@klickitat-trail.org. 

 
Editor: Donna Enz 

Newsletter Production & Design:  
Ronda Griffin 

Webmaster: Pam Essley 
 

Officers:   
President: Cheryl Steindorf,  

Klickitat, WA 
Vice President:  Barbara Robinson,  

Rowena, OR 
Treasurer:  Dave Berger, Lyle, WA 

Secretary:  Laura Bales,  
Klickitat, WA 

 
Board Members:  

Works Chair:  Jim Denton, Odell, OR 
Works Reporter : Laurie Wilhite,  

Goldendale, WA 
Bev Linde, Goldendale, WA 

Jim Minick, Lyle, WA 
Pam Essley, Lyle, WA 
Donna Enz, Lyle, WA 



   Across the Klickitat River near the Lyle Trailhead is a small park 
where an incredible event occurs every year. Bald Eagles congre-
gate in numbers that just a decade ago were not thought possible.  
   The Klickitat-Balfour Day-Use Park was opened in 2004 by the 
US Forest Service and has now become one of the prime viewing 
areas for wintering bald eagles. Peak time is mid-December 
through mid-February.  Since bald eagles consume great numbers 
of fish it is timed with fish migration and spawning on the Klickitat 
River. 
   From the parking area at Klickitat-Balfour Park you can see the 
mouth of the Klickitat River . Wildlife Biologist, Cathy Flick says the 
main concern about the mouth of the Klickitat River is the distur-
bance to eagles by people running their dogs for exercise on the 
spit. “The dogs see the eagles as a ready and enticing chase, and 
thus, flush them off the spit.” The Forest Service hopes to educate 
the public about the use of the spit by wintering eagles and hope-
fully gain more cooperation in respecting wild life species that use 
the spit for resting, loafing, feeding, and socializing during their long 
treks:  These are Bald Eagles by winter, shorebirds and waterbirds 
(pelicans, cormorants, gulls, and terns...) by spring and mid-
summer.  "Fall" migration actually starts in July for these birds.  So 
please leash your pets when visiting the park and spit.   
   Ms. Flick says that there is a common misconception that there 
are an incredible number of ospreys that over winter along the Co-
lumbia River. They don't!  Bald eagles take up to 5 years to de-
velop from their dark juvenile plumage to their sparkling white pate 
and tail feathers. There is an in-between stage somewhere in that 
five-year period where immature bald eagles get that “osprey-eye” 
look!   It is called the dark and light osprey-eye stage.  
   The second most frequent comment she hears regards the amaz-
ing number of "golden" eagles we have here in winter. Take a sec-
ond look!  Most (99%) are first-year bald eagles. She suggests a 
great bird book to help with these confusing species (baldies vs. 
ospreys vs. goldens) is The SIBLEY Guide to Birds. For experi-

enced and fledgling bird watchers, there is also a brand-NEW publi-
cation available at the Mt. Adams Chamber of Commerce called 
"Birding in and around Klickitat County." It includes the Klickitat-
Balfour Day-Use Park. Also, check out the very informative Website 
“Birding Klickitat County”, created by KTC member Bob Hansen.    
   Winter is a wonderful time to come out to the Klickitat Trail, and 
visit the Klickitat-Balfour Park would make a wonderful side trip.  
Check our fall hike schedule for and eagle spotting field trip to learn 
more about raptors along the Klickitat Trail.  
Klickitat-Balfor Park access from SR-14 - heading east just be-
fore the Klickitat River turn left (north) onto Old Hwy 8.  Follow Old 
Hwy 8 for approximately 1/4 mile to the parking lot on the east side 
of the road.  

The Eagles at Klickitat-Balfour Park 
By Donna Enz 

   Funding the work needed on the Klickitat Trial is an ongoing chal-
lenge. Thanks to some generous grants in 2007 KTC is now better 
able to bring our vision for the trail closer to reality.  As a result our 
members and the many visitors to the trial are one step closer to 
our goal of preserving and promoting the trail.  These grants and 
potential new memberships will create a stronger Klickitat Trail 
Conservancy and help the trail reach its full potential and become 
the premier rail trail in the Pacific Northwest. KTC would like to 
thank all the organizations for their generosity and to all the people 
behind the scenes working to obtain the following grants. 
 
The Klickitat County Board of Commissioners, through the 
Klickitat County Economic Development Department provided 
grant money to assist tourism-related organizations located in 
Klickitat County to offset advertising costs. KTC applied for and 
received $641.81 for the design of Klickitat Trail brochures. These 
brochures when completed will be distributed around the Columbia 
River Gorge, Portland, Vancouver and surrounding towns. Addition-
ally, they will be mailed to tourism offices and recreation-based 
groups with the intention of getting the word out that there is a terri-
fic trial to explore in Klickitat County.  
 
 
 

Kongsgaard/Goldman Foundation is a small, private foundation 
which provides support to a wide range of nonprofit organizations in 
the Pacific Northwest. They help fund the building of grassroots 
organizations with the power to change their communities and im-
prove their lives. This foundation awarded The Friends of the Co-
lumbia Gorge a grant for $5000 to conduct a membership drive for 
the Klickitat Trail Conservancy. The goal of this membership drive 
is to increase KTC membership, encourage additional volunteers 
for the trail and build leadership on the board. As an added incen-
tive for donations the Columbia Gorge Environmental Foundation 
will be matching the membership dollars received from this drive at 
a rate of 2:1. That is very good news for KTC and the Klickitat Trail.   
 
Columbia Gorge Environmental Foundation  funds the work of 
organizations active in protecting the scenic landscapes of the Co-
lumbia River Gorge. KTC was selected for our work and accom-
plishments over the past 5 years and was awarded a grant of 
$5000. This generous grant has allowed KTC to buy new signs for 
the trial, do trail renovation, create trail brochures, add color to the 
newsletter and get new walkie-talkies for use during KTC hikes. 
 

               continued on Page 3 

Many Grants Bring Results 
Donna Enz 
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   The Klickitat Trail Conservancy has an agreement to work with 
the Klickitat ‘Kanyon’ Kids 4-H Club and their leader, Laurie Wilhite, 
on a service project to provide trail users with interpretive informa-
tion by using GPS (global 
positioning system) and to 
mark key trail features. 
This mapping project was 
started in 2006 and has 
continued this year. The 
purpose of the project is to 
identify key components of 
the trail, including histori-
cal points of interest, geo-
logic features, native 
plants, mileposts, rest 
rooms, etc. In cooperation 
with the Washington State 
Parks, US Forest Service, 
the Klickitat Trail Conser-
vancy and Klickitat 
County, these compo-
nents will be mapped and 
put in a pocket-sized inter-
pretive guide for all trail users.  
   The mapping software used for this project is ArcView 9 and was 
made available through a grant received by the 4-H Club. ESRI is 
the company that designed this state-of-the-art GIS (geographic 
information systems) mapping software. They provide it to people 
around the world. ESRI has chosen to partner and support 4-H 
clubs in order to provide youth opportunities to learn GIS technol-
ogy for careers and community service. Some other helpful part-
ners to this GPS mapping project have been Kim Gleason and 
Mike Leach from the Klickitat County Road and Surveying Depart-

ment. Kim is an advanced ArcView software user, which is the tool 
used for survey mapping in Klickitat County.  Mike is a master at 
obtaining and managing GPS data in the field and on the computer. 

The Klickitat ‘Kanyon’ Kids 4-H club 
has a data sharing agreement in 
place with Klickitat County.  This is 
supported by the County Commis-
sioners so that additional maps can 
easily be created by youth with their 
GPS readings from various county 
locations. To view these great Klicki-
tat County maps visit the website at 
www.klickitatcounty.org I would like 
to thank the above partners as well 
as the Klickitat County Commission-
ers for the data sharing agreement 
and their support. 
   At the ESRI International User 
Conference in August of 2006, 
Fletcher Wilhite made a computer 
presentation on the Klickitat Trail 
Mapping project to professional GIS 
users. Many professionals and geo-

caching enthusiasts’ right here in Klickitat County are now using 
GPS technology on a daily basis.  
   There are vast career opportunities in this emerging field and 
many colleges/universities are now offering degrees in GIS-based 
programs of study. Commercial and private aviation, ecology, pub-
lic works, natural resources, governments, environmental/health 
research, emergency/disaster rescue systems and many more ca-
reer areas use GIS regularly to complete the necessary tasks with 
an enhanced degree of accuracy. For more information about GIS 
visit: www.esri.com. 

‘Kanyon’ Kids Mapping Trail 
By Laurie Wilhite 

There is great news for the town of Klickitat and trail users. After decades 
without a grocery store, the Canyon Market has reopened. The new owner, 
Carl Coolidge, grew up in Klickitat and is a life long gorge resident. His father 
and grandfather both worked at the mill and another grandfather was the 
pastor of the Klickitat Lutheran church for 25 years. He has been in the gro-
cery business most of his life and is looking forward to running his new busi-
ness in the town of his roots. Support our newest local business. Stop by for 
snacks, refreshments and supplies. 

CANYON MARKET OPEN 

GRANTS continued from page 2 
 
WA State Parks Foundation awarded a $10,000 grant to WA 
State Parks for decking materials in Swale Canyon. The Founda-
tion wanted to recognize and support the efforts of KTC, and the 
generosity of Nancy Russell in donating a large portion of the value 
of the Lyle Trailhead property. A big factor in obtaining the funds 
was the community involvement. Knowing that $10,000 was not 
going to be enough to totally fund the project KTC will partner to 
assist with labor with a completion date of early winter. 

 
 
Kodac Grant American Greenways Awards Program awarded 
KTC $500 earlier this year. They showcased the Klickitat Trail as a 
national model for our innovative efforts to develop a greenway in 
the Columbia River Gorge. This award will be used for an informa-
tional kiosk to be erected in the town of Klickitat. The kiosk is under 
construction now and should be in place this fall.  
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KTC Fall 2007 Hiking Schedule 
The following are KTC scheduled events. Everyone is welcome! 
Please visit www.klickitat-trail.org for more details, schedule changes and maps. 
Always remember to bring plenty of water and lunch or a snack. The trail has little elevation change. It can be rocky in places so good hik-
ing boots are a must. Dress accordingly for the weather. Pets and smoking are not allowed on KTC sponsored events. Please stay on 
the trail at all times. 
 
The Lyle Trailhead is located on the west end of Lyle, WA on SR 14, across from Greg Colt Realty. From Portland, take I-84 East to the 
Hood River Bridge. Cross into Washington and turn east on SR 14, to Lyle. From The Dalles, cross The Dalles bridge and turn west on SR 
14 to Lyle. There is a portable toilet at this location. 
Harms Rd. Trailhead is located just off the Lyle-Centerville Hwy. From Lyle, take the Lyle-Centerville Hwy., heading northeast for approxi-
mately 15 miles. Turn left on Harms Rd. Drive north one-half mile and park just north of the bridge. There is a portable toilet at this location 
throughout the spring and early summer only. 
Pitt is located 10 miles north of Hwy. 14 on SR-142.  There is a parking area across the street from the row of houses.  There is a portable 
toilet at this location. 

Join Klickitat Trail Conservancy members 
for our 5th anniversary hike. Starting at the 
Lyle Trailhead and ending at Fisher Hill 
Bridge we will follow the Wild and Scenic 
Klickitat River on this easy 4 mile round trip 
hike. This section of the trail has been re-
surfaced for a smooth and easy walk. For 
those more adventurous the hike will con-
tinue to Pitt which will make it a 10 mile 
hike. Water, a snack and hiking boots ad-
vised. 
Meeting Place: 9:00 AM Lyle Trailhead 

Moderate/Strenuous:  12 to 15 miles, de-
pending on whether you want to stop at 
Wahkiacus or Klickitat , 1,000-ft. elev. 
LOSS Ride from the high prairie of the 
Goldendale plateau down to the Klickitat 
River or the community of Klickitat with 
Klickitat Trail Conservancy’s first president, 
Bob Hansen. Experience oak, pine and 
Douglas fir riparian habitats. Helmets, a 
spare tube and front suspension required. 
Meeting Place: 9:00 AM at the Lyle Trail-
head ($10 shuttle fee). Please contact Bob 
Hansen at 509.637.2736, or by e-mail at 

bobhansen@gorge.net, if you plan to par-
ticipate so that appropriate shuttle arrange-
ments can be made in advance. 
NOTE: If Swale Canyon is not open due 
to fire danger...we will ride from Klickitat 
to Lyle. 

This is a lovely and historically interesting 
stretch of trail which in one mile gets us to 
an old Dry Ice Plant and mineral springs. If 
the weather permits, we’ll continue south 
along the river to the Suburbia trestle. 5 
miles round trip (or 2 miles if the weather is 
bad).  Bring water and a snack. Parts of the 
trail are quite rocky, so wear good boots.   
Meeting Place: 9:30 AM at the  
Lyle Trailhead 

This part of the trail follows the Klickitat 
River the entire way. Come and enjoy the 
fall colors. Depending on the weather this 
will either be a one-way 3 mile hike or 
round-trip 6 mile hike. Bring lunch and wa-
ter. Parts of the trail are rocky so hiking 
boots are advised. 
Meeting Place: 9:30 AM Lyle Trailhead or 
at 10:00 AM at Pitt 
 

Experience an educational winter field out-
ing for eagles at Balfour. Cathy Flick will 
come armed with a spotting scope, give a 
life-history overview, and introduce you to 
specific year-round pairs in the area. Bal-
four has a paved trail. Part of the outing will 
involve a short walk in a grassy area. Bring 
binoculars, and dress warmly. There are 
toilet facilities at the Park. 
Meeting Place: 10:00 AM Klickitat-
Balfour Park 
Access from SR-14 - heading east just be-
fore the Klickitat River turn left (north) onto 
Old Hwy 8.  Follow Old Hwy 8 for approxi-
mately 1/4 mile to the parking lot on the 
east side of the road.  

Saturday October 6th Hike -  
Lyle to Fisher Hill Bridge:  (Held jointly 

with Friends of the Columbia Gorge) 
Hike Leader:  Jim Minick,  Dave Berger, 

and Barbara Robinson 

Saturday October 13th  
Wahkiacus to Suburbia 

Hike Leaders: Barbara Robinson 
& Pam Essley 

Sunday October 28th  
Pitt  to Klickitat 

Hike Leaders: Cheryl Steindorf, Laura Bales 
& Laurie Wilhite 

Saturday January 5th  
Eagle Spotting at Balfour 

Lead by Wildlife Biologist Cathy Flick 

  

KTC 5th Anniversary  
Members and  

Supporters  
Luncheon 

Saturday October 6th 

KTC will sponsor a free luncheon and host a hike. Please join us at: 
 

9:00 AM - Hike Lyle to Fisher Hill or Lyle to Pitt 
(see hiking schedule for details) 

9:00 AM—Klickitat Trail Bike Ride 
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM - KTC sponsored lunch in the 

Klickitat High School Multi-purpose Room 
 

(The school is located in the town of Klickitat. From Hwy. 14 go 13.3 miles north 
on Hwy.142. Turn left on School Road)  Look for KTC signs at the school 

For more details please visit our Website.  
(www.klickitat-trail.org) 
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Saturday October 6th  
Klickitat Trail Bike Ride  
Bike Leader: Bob Hansen 



   Volunteer work crews will be busy this 
fall. Washington State Parks was 
awarded a grant and has purchased all 
the materials to deck 11 railroad trestles 
between Wakiacus and Warwick in Swale 
Canyon. In cooperation with State Parks 
the Klickitat Trail Conservancy will be 
supplying much, if not all, of the labor. 
This will be the largest project the KTC 
work crews have taken on to date. It is 
anticipated that several work sessions will 
be needed to complete the project. 
   Work will consist of replacing split or 
rotten bridge ties with new ‘used’ ties and 
then protecting the ties from deterioration 
by topping them with a layer of 2x lumber 
laid on a diagonal. 
   Pending permits we will be getting 
crews together in the fall after the fire 
season ends and Swale Canyon is re-
opened. 
   To be added to our ‘decking volunteer’ 
list email KTC at info@klickitat-trail.org.  
You can also call our Work Committee 
Chair, Jim Denton, at 541-354-1604. 

In May 2007 major trail resurfacing was 
completed. The sections through the town 

of Klickitat and from Lyle to Fisher Hill 
Bridge were greatly improved. 

The ‘Klickitat Kadilac’ carries supplies for trestle re-decking in Swale Canyon 

DECK THE TRESTLES...VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED! 
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Before 

After 

KTC Board members observe work in progress. 

Perfectly smooth and ready for walkers and bicyclists. 



   On July 25 KTC had a work party putting up trail signs in and 
near the town of Klickitat and saw the most wonderful thing. Peo-
ple in the town were weed-eating the tall grass on the trail right-of-
way across the road from their houses! You see, recently the For-
est Service has done the first actual improvement of the trail sur-
face. The surface was graded and fine gravel has been laid and 
compacted on the trail in Klickitat. The trail looks much neater and 
the town is happy about that. I talked to Allie Spino who was using 
a weed eater. She told me that it had started when Judy Lamping, 
Lee Gilliam, and then the Lenkes weed-eated the sections of the 
trail in front of their homes. At that point the Horizons group 
(Horizons is an anti-poverty program), including Judy and Lee, 
Rhonda Vogt, and Allie decided to have a cleanup day along the 
trail on June 2.  Frankie and Vicki Phillips asked if they could help 
and were handed an extra weed eater. Then Rodney Niemela 
worked on an area north of the school.  Karen and Bob Gibbs, 
along with Judy, took on the area at the north end of town near the 
old mill site. Now, with the new trail surface and weed eating, the 
drive through town has taken on a fresh new look.  As Allie says, 
this is a chain reaction of good, starting with the Forest Service 
making the trail much more useable and then townspeople getting 
inspired by the trail and each other to make it even better.   
   The trail has also been resurfaced from the trailhead in the town of Lyle up to Fisher Hill Rd.  Our work crew talked to a Lyle resident 
pushing a baby carriage while jogging. He loved the new surface, which has now enabled him to jog with the baby. Then we met a young 
lady jogger who was equally delighted with the new surface.  
   A big thank you to all those in Klickitat, including those not mentioned, who have worked to improve the trail and the town. Also a very 
big thank you to the Forest Service for doing this trail surface improvement and making the trail usable for so many more people and pur-
poses!  

What A Difference A Trail Makes...A Town Inspired 
By Barbara Robinson 

Klickitat Trail Conservancy 
PO Box 512 
Lyle, WA 98635 
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